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Press release

African and European NGOs claim for a people-centred Africa-EU Strategic Partnership

International Conference of the Civil Society in Nairobi
People have to be at the core of an Africa-EU Strategic Partnership was the conclusion made by representatives from twelve African countries and Germany who met in Nairobi on the 6th and 7th of April. At the international conference, organised by the Kenyan resource organisation TAABCO and VENRO, the Umbrella Association of German Development CSOs, the participants assessed shortcomings and opportunities of the Strategy which was approved by the Heads of State and Government meeting in Lisbon, Portugal in 2007.

Agnes Abuom director of TAABCO stretched: “Trade between Europe and Africa could provide a real chance for development, but because of the EPA, the relations have been distorted. Civil Society Organizations in Africa and Europe have therefore engaged in campaigning for real development oriented trade relations. She further noted that the concerns and demands of Civil Society in the EPA process have been ignored hence civil society is sceptical about their   concerns and perspectives regarding the JAES approach being addressed.

Energy security is a major concern both in Africa and Europe. Improved access to modern energy services that are affordable, climate-friendly and sustainable are required as this is lacking for large parts of Africa´s population, especially in rural areas, stressed Christa Randzio-Plath, VENRO vice-chairperson. Africa and the EU should put the right to food first in their pursuit of energy security through bioenergy, she said. Energy efficiency should be promoted and imported fossil fuels should be replaced with domestic renewable energies.

The participants strongly call for the Joint Africa EU Strategy to address the needs and interests of both women and men. Gender equality has to be a cross cutting issue that needs to be taken into serious consideration, as well as the empowerment of women. Since governance and the enforcement of human rights are core pillars for a functioning and inclusive society, gender aspects require special attention. Gender balance in governmental bodies and committees should be enforced at national, regional and local level.
Furthermore, participants emphasised the added value of Civil Society participation in the Strategy. Civil Society organizations can reach people in need, especially at the margins of society.
Finally, the participants committed themselves to monitor the implementation process of the strategic partnership. 
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VENRO, reg. Ass., is the Association of Development German Non-governmental Organisations (NGOs). Its membership comprises around 120 German NGOs operating in the areas of private or Church development co-operation, humanitarian aid and development education, public relations and lobbying activities.

	TAABCO,Transforming, Analyzing, Accompanying and Building Change Organizations, was established in 1997 and registered under the Company Act as a Research and Development consultancy firm. Since then, TAABCO has been providing professional development and management support to public, and private sector, and civil society to enhance their capacities to effectively deliver services and manage change. The firm is based in Nairobi, Kenya, with clients both in Kenya and the wider region.
With the project “Prospects for Africa – Europe´s Policies” VENRO aims at making an active civil-society contribution on the implementation of the Africa-EU Strategic Partnership.

The project is planned as a follow-up on the successful EU presidency project of VENRO and will continue for the next two years until December 2010.

The German and African participants work out first statements on the main topics of the project Energy and Climate, Regional Integration and Trade as well as Gender and develop joint statements towards policy makers.

Mit finanzieller Unterstützung des Bundesministeriums für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung (BMZ)
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